The Rise and Fall of the Edison Trust; Victory of the Independents
The three stages of the motion picture industry – production; distribution; exhibition.
Original (before ca. 19100 WASP film producers and distributors; future Jewish Independents own nickelodeons.

Thomas Edison’s Grab for Monopoly – suppress the competition
Motion Pictures Patents Company (1908), patents on sprocket hole mechanism; harass the competition by making them pay royalties

Problems – Teddy Roosevelt, anti-monopoly opinion in USA, etc.
The Jewish immigrants – start with nickelodeons and then expand into production: Carl Laemmle founds IMP (Independent Motion Pictures), which becomes Universal Studios in 1914.
The Independents fight back; IMP; (Edison ‘s defeat even before Mutual Decision 1915) 
Cuba, import Lumière film stock, etc.  Finally the filmmakers move to California, c. 1910-12 (Why?).
The Independents Woo the Middle Classes – movies’ first maturity; movies become big show business in the 19 teens.

Stars of the 19 teens – Florence Lawrence, Mary Pickford, Mable Norman, Lillian Gish, Charlie Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks, etc.
Appearance of the Hollywood feature film – prelude to D.W. Griffith and his ‘Birth of a Nation’; the films of Mary Pickford.


The Motion Picture Palaces – Roxy Rothapfel: exotic luxury.
The Mutual Film Corporation Decision, 1915: US Supreme Court finds Edison’s trust to be illegal, violating US anti-trust laws; the court also proclaims film a business and not an art or expression of opinion (leaves open door to censorship?).

Sum: The Independents – Jewish immigrant new guys – triumph over the movie establishment because they know what the customers want. (WASP Griffith of course an exception.)
World War I, 1914-18: the US moves into dominant position in the film business.

(On to Griffith)

